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1. Narrative is all around us, not just in the novel or in
historical writing. Narrative is associated above all with
the act of narration and is to be found wherever
someone tells us about something: a newsreader on the
radio, a teacher at school, a school friend in the
playground, a fellow passenger on a train, a newsagent,
one’s partner over the evening meal, a television
reporter, a newspaper columnist or the narrator in the
novel that we enjoy reading before going to bed. We
are all narrators in our daily lives, in our conversations
with others, and sometimes we are even professional
narrators (should we happen to be, say, teachers, press
officers or comedians (Fludernik 2009, 1).
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4. “Storytelling may justify or reinforce kinship
grouping, to perpetuate social class distinctions, to
validate claims of competitive social factions, to justify
or provide rationalizations for social continuities or
changes” (Georges 1969, 319).

5. “To the extent to which it is regarded as historically
true, its teaching is regarded as important; and to the
extent to which it mirrors culture, it "contains practical
rules for the guidance of man (Malinowski, 1926,
19)”’(Bascom 1954, 345).

6. “...folklore fulfills the important but often
overlooked function of maintaining conformity to the
accepted patterns of behavior... More than simply
serving to validate or justify institutions, beliefs and
attitudes, some forms of folklore are important as
means of applying social pressure and exercising social
control” (Bascom 1954, 346).

7. “...our stories are a representation of our reflection
on what we experience as meaningful in our lives, the
repeating patterns and themes are represented in it that
helps us form a broader picture of the world around us”.
(Breuer nd, np)

8. Grand narrative or “master narrative” is a term
introduced by Jean-Francois Lyotard in his classic 1979
work The Postmodern Condition: A Report on
Knowledge, in which Lyotard summed up a range of
views which were being developed at the time, as a
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critiqgue of the institutional and ideological forms of
knowledge. In other words, is able in some way to make
sense of history. It is all those conceptions which try to
make sense of history, rather than just isolated events in
history, concepts like “class struggle”, socialism and
capitalism, productive forces and so on.
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